Documenting a performance artwork is
about capturing a moment. In that
moment, lots of things happen at once.
Many of these things are intangible,
particularly when electronic and
digital media is involved. How do we
capture these? And what is their
importance? Conventional art
documentation follows certain methods
and standards where the physical
‘unique’ aspects of artworks are given
prime importance. Performance art
challenges these established ways of
documenting because the “original” is
replaced by the notion of “identity”.
How do we represent an identity of an
artwork?

Transparency allows the multiple
layers of understanding in a mediated
performance artwork to exist without
need for hierarchy. Each layer of
documentation regards an aspect of the
performance in isolation.

Printed on translucent plastic sheets,
the layers of information produce a
readable code that support
simultaneously technical and
subjective approaches to
documentation:
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SPACE & TIME

Perceptions of time & space

Location of performance: Stedelijk Museum

_ The performance takes place in the Teijin Auditorum of the
Museumplein 10, Amsterdam stedelijk Museum. This auditorium has no windows, the walls are
white and the floor is a dark shade of gray. The shape of the
space is trapezoidal, the two opposite walls widening toward
the ceiling, and is commonly referred to as "the Bathtub."

Teijin Auditorium

Time of performance: 1 October 2015 On the eastern wall is the exit/entrance. 144 chairs are lined
up in rows facing the southern wall, which is perpendicular to
19:30 -20:00 the floor. The other three walls slope toward the ceiling and

are lined by benches to offer additional seating. There is a
pathway that divides the rows of chairs in two [see floor

Length of performance: 22 minutes plan]. The pathway is centred relative to the screen ahead.

There is no stage, but enough room to suggest one. Joan is
facing the audience standing behind a white podium, with her
Macbook laptop on top. The screen of the laptop faces away from
the audience.

mezzanine
(projection
& sound

There is a mezzanine above and behind the audience, which
houses the projection and sound equipment and the Stedelijk's
technicians.

When the audience has entered the space feels "full" or
crowded. Even before all the chairs are filled, people from the
audience took place on the benches on the back of the room.
Some people stand in the niche near the exit/entrance. Some
enter after the performance has started.

The temperature of the room is comfortable and there are no
discernable odors.

TEIJIN AUDITORIUM
13 x 13 meters

Seated capacity 200

Completed 2012
(Designed by Bentham Crouwel architects)
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TICKET PRICE

Adults: €17,50 (Museum entry + 2,50)

Students: €10, - (Museum entry + 2,50)

Museumcard/Teachers/ICOM/Stadspas/IAmsterdamcard/HollandPass/Members:
€2,50

My girlfriend is in amsterdam and she reallyy wants to check your performance tonight, but this is happening::

SELECT A TIME ON OCTOBER 1, 2015

time slot Available seats INTERFACE NOSTALGIA

19:30 10 21:30 0 of 160 a growing barrier formed over time between the look and feel of
a piece of technology and our ability to see beyond its
association with its time

« a S8 ﬂ "jé'éﬁizifr";me Stedelijk auditorium apart #internetart
= 1 - . This phenomenon is affected by the personal experience of the
E “f“ﬁ:“ Ea audience. Frequent use of graphical user interfaces and
W nik.name like this familiarity with changing digital technologies can mitigate the
28 i This Page Cont limitations brought on by INTERFACE NOSTALGIA.

17 likes ODI at Stedelijk tor

florianweigl_JUOBI (segm B s e e : Level of audience tech-savviness: HIGH
E gingZEz:z:F'Jk The frequent public use of smartphones and
m majority presence of “digital natives” asks
S m‘ & T [Fouow to consider:
E é — What does a high levgl of tech-savviness
" | . LW -l il orenls add to an understanding of Fhe
® te JODLorg performar performance? As tgchnology improves and

,,,,,,,, eljjkmuseum with @ becomes more intuitive and streamlined,

H crectons " the appearance of extreme "glitches" is
) in constant flux. Could digital converts
3+ in fact be more familiar with glitch than

tech-savvy born-digitals?
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20151001_JODIThisPageContains_Stedelijk-audio.mp3

20151001_JODIThisPageContains_Stedelijk-video.mp4

ENCODED NETWORKED
Software Programs are written by JODI
ek —
- . ,
ST [PrEeesseT Programs are run locally
Data Wi-Fi receiver is Museum offers free
- a folder "crtm" turned on Wi-Fi
- a txt document "erco" UL Stedelik Wi
- a txt document "wgetcommand" = | .
- a txt document "wget command =
(autosaved)" ——— m‘ :
- "may_be_redistributed...s copy" P Adcress 102 160.98.167
INSTALLED

Machook Pro

Output resolution
Output color space
Output aspect ratio

RGB-PC
16:9

Pulse2 PLS350 switcher
Image scaled to

EIKI EIP UHS100 Projector

PERFORMED

- Performer manipulates code live

- Performer navigates between .txt
files, browser windows, and material
stored locally

- Manipulated and altered code
produces visual and audible effects
reproduced through the projector and
speakers

- As the performance progresses, the
performer's interventions become less
frequent

1366x768 pixels

1920x1080

Native resolution 1920x1200
Native aspect ratio 16:10
Color profile Bright

(minor adjustments to contra

Screen

st, brightness, and color)

Image projected directly onto wall, painted white

Height from floor approx
Lighting

Room is darkened

Spotlights hung from ceiling

Audio
4 speakers hung from ceiling

. 1.30 meters

rig

rig
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7. Microsoft Word WordArt
gallery

8. SOD by Jodi

9. "Fast-forward"

10. ASCII art

11. Still from Joan Jonas's

"Vertical Roll" (1972)
12. Analogue video sync
error
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Joan Heemskerk performs the piece "This Page Contains" on a Macbook Pro.
The display of her PC is projected on a large screen behind her. Joan
focuses on the laptop and glimpses at the projection screen only a couple
of times. The audience can follow her actions by watching the movements
of the cursor on-screen.

At the start of the performance, 0SX desktop with a lime green background
shows the following documents:

- folder "crtm" -

- .txt document "erco" @
- .txt document "erco(Autosaved)" ia

- .txt document "wgetcommand" :

.txt document

"wgetcommand (Autosaved)"
2 black circular desktop icons:

"#Reset"

ll%20ll
- shortcut to Firefox browser Lo

- "may_be_redistributed...s copy"
The performance begins when Joan runs an HTML file in the browser.

As Joan hovers over and highlights parts of the HTML text, the computer's
text-to-speech accessibility function speaks it aloud. Joan alters the
text by copying and pasting different parts in the text document,
seemingly at random. The computer-automated voice apparently cannot keep
up with Joan's simultaneous actions and commands, making the voice sound
like mechanical blips or gibberish. At times the voice is silent but
never more than 5 seconds. Some reoccurring words are: copy, align, page,
select, slash, paste, individual letters like "c", twitter, and google.

For the first 9 minutes of the performance, this computer-automated voice
is the only sound. After that, 0S-error sounds occur occasionally. 16
minutes into the performance, more disturbing noises are heard: loud
low-amp sounds and a kind of repetitive hammering sound.

Throughout the performance, the screen glitches in unexpected ways, for
example momentarily losing color, parts of the screen becoming "stuck,"
and the whole screen rolling down from above. Eventually the computer
freezes, and the computer has crashed.



Oone of the ways to obtain authentic, content-related and
technical information on the performance “This Page Con-
tains..” was to interview the artists who created them. We
asked Joan Heemskerk and Dirk Paesmans some questions via
email that could give us more insight into their concept,
practice and the technical realization of the performance.
_JODI's responses can found on the other pink card.
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2, What version of 0SX was running on the computer? wuu\d it
be possible to perform this work on a different system?

05X 10.6.8

3. Would the harduare of the computer effect the vistals,
peed or behaviours seen during the performance?
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6. Is there a certain set of steps you follow in order to crash the
computer?(This question is related to timing. How do you know when the computer
will crash? Could it have taken Llonger/shorter?)

%20 app is a %desktop image crasher
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8. What are your thoughts on the space you performed " the work? waula
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9. Did anything unexpected happen during the performance?
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